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What are literary devices?

« Definition: Narrative technigues that add texture, energy and excitement to the narrative,
grip the reader’s imagination and convey information.

* ... SO... what ARE literary devices?
Look at these examples:

That bag weighs a ton!

Time is money.

Those sentences have something special. The writer doesn'’t just say that the bag is very
heavy or time is valuable, but uses language in a creative way to attract the readers’ attention
and sometimes to make something easier to understand. That special way of using language
are the literary devices.




Types of literary devices

« Some devices concern rythm, sounds or
pronunciation, like the repetition or the couplet.
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» Others refer to how words are used, like metaphors, sach
similes or hyperboles. When a word or phrase has eeh

> onomatopoeia
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a meaning different from its literal one they are also
called figures of speech.
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Basic literary devices -
) repeat tf me words or pl nake an idea clearer and more




.

Basic literary devices

% « Couplet: Two successive rhyming lines in a verse.
My cat, she likes to chase a mouse,
Especially one that’s in the house.

Love looks not with the eyes, but with the mind,;
And therefore is winged Cupid painted blind.
(A Midsummer Night’s Dream, William Shakespeare)

Alliteration: A number of words that have the same first consonant sound and occur close
together.

But a better butter makes a batter better.

Sara’s seven sisters slept soundly in the sand.
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Basic literary devices
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Basic literary devices

the name of something else

words, sword = military force.)
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g epresents the whole, or the whole
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Basic literary devices

« Hyperbole: Exaggeration.
| am dying of shame.
We are trying to solve a million issues these days.

He cried all night, and dawn found him still there, though his tears had dried and only hard, dry sobs
shook his wooden frame. But these were so loud that they could be heard by the faraway hills ...

(The Adventures of Pinocchio, C. Colloid)

« Onomatopoeia: Word which imitates the sound of a thing or animal.
The buzzing bee flew away.
The sack fell into the river with a splash
Animal sounds: Meow, woof, tweet...
Wind: whizz, whoosh, swish...
Human voice: grunt, giggle, murmur...




Basic literary devices

onal attributes.
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