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DEALING WITH SEN STUDENTS 

 

1. REFLECTION ON SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS STUDENTS  
2.  STUDENTS WITH VARIOUS ABILITIES AND NEEDS 
3.  LANGUAGE-COGNITION CONNECTION 
4.  CODE MIXING AS A POSITIVE EVIDENCE OF LANGUAGE LEARNING 
5. DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION 
6. ACTIVITIES WE CAN DO TO HELP OUR STRUGGLING STUDENTS 
7. USEFUL RESOURCES FOR SEN STUDENTS 
8. REFLECTIONS AND “AHA” MOMENTS 

 

THE BASICS OF SPECIAL EDUCATION PROCESS 
 

Step 1. Child is identified as possibly needing special education and related services 
Step 2. Child is evaluated 
Step 3. Eligibility is decided 
Step 4. Child is found eligible for services 
Step 5. Individualized Education Program meeting is scheduled 
Step 6. Individualized Education Program meeting is held, and the Individualized 
Education Evaluation takes place by the school counselor. 
Step 7. Services are provided 
Step 8. Progress is measured and reported to parents 
Step 9. Individualized Education Evaluation is reviewed 
Step 10. Child is reevaluated 
 
 

STUDENTS WHO RECEIVE SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES 
 autism  
 deaf-blindness 
 deafness 
 emotional disturbance  
 hearing impairment 
 Intellectual disability (mental retardation)  
 multiple disabilities 
 orthopedic impairment  
 other health impairment  
 specific learning disability  
 speech or language impairment 
 traumatic brain injury  
 visual impairment (including blindness) 
 developmental delays 
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• Simulation #1: Autism (VIDEOS)  

• https://www.autismspeaks.org/news/news-item/5-video-simulations-help-you-

experience-sensory-overload  

• Simulation #2: Reading difficulties 

• http://webaim.org/simulations/dyslexia  

• Simulation #3: ADHD 

• http://webaim.org/simulations/distractability  

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xfo1tZ95Ypk  

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SVwxb6gcpqo   

• Simulation #4: Visual impairments 

• http://webaim.org/simulations/lowvision  

• Simulation #5: Math 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mnfQaS_vFWg  
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Oller (1997). Bilingual children produce all these at about the same age as monolingual children:  

• First words (12-13 months on average) 
•  First two-word combinations (1-2 years) 
•  Distribution of lexical categories (nouns, verbs, prepositions, articles...) 
•  Acquisition of the first 50 words 

 
Kay-Raining Bird (2005). Children with Down Syndrome can be successful in acquiring two languages 

 
Peal and Lambert (1962). Bilingual children exhibited a number of cognitive advantages in comparison to 
their monolingual peers: 

• Greater number of independent cognitive strategies 
• Greater flexibility in the use of these strategies to solve problems.  

 
Bilingual superiority in: 
 

• National Reading Panel (2000). Phonology and acquisition of reading and writing.  
• Bialystok (2001). Selective attention: misleading information is inhibited in favour of relevant 

information. 
• Bialystok, Craik, Klein & Viswanathan (2004). The onset of dementia is delayed by 4 years in the 

case of bilinguals in comparison to monolingual patients with the same clinical diagnosis. 
• Kovacs and Mehler  (2009). Early exposure to two languages confers an advantage that 

presumably is maintained later in life if acquisition of 2 languages continues and leads to high 
levels of proficiency. 
 

Ortiz Alonso, 2010.Las personas que dominan dos lenguas tienen ventajas cognitivas en las actividades 
que exigen concentración.  
 
Kuipers y Thierry, 2010. El bilingüismo se asocia con una mayor rapidez en la percepción del lenguaje y 
una mejora en la plasticidad cerebral.  
 
Leonard y col, 2010. El aprendizaje de otras lenguas favorece diferentes conexiones cerebrales y aumenta 
la conectividad de las mismas en áreas diferentes a las propiamente lingüísticas como puede ser la 
activación del hemisferio derecho y de áreas occipitales del mismo.  
 
Videsott, 2010. El bilingüismo se asocia con la mejora en estructuras pre frontales del hemisferio derecho 
responsables del control de las funciones cognitivas.  
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Definition:  
It is the use of phonological, pragmatic, morphosyntactic or lexical elements from two languages in the 
same utterance or in the same conversation.  
 
People who are proficient in two languages can switch between languages fluently and flawlessly in the 
middle of an utterance, avoiding violations of the rules of each language as they do so. 
Learners who are in the process of developing proficiency in a second language, often mix in ways that are 
different from fluent bilingual learners: the structure of the host language is imposed on the mixed 
segments from the other language, often resulting in violation of one or both languages. 
 
Research: 
Child bilingual code mixing does not reflect linguistic confusion or lack of differentiation in the child’s 
developing language.  
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SELECTED DEMONSTRATIONS: 
 
PHYSICAL DISABILITIES  
 
Adapted Keyboards 

• https://www.enablemart.com/catalogsearch/result/?q=keyboards  
Voice Recognition 

• http://www.nuance.com/dragon/index.htm  
Head Controlled Mouse 

• http://www.cameramouse.com/  
VGo Telepresence Robot (Video Conferencing Robot controlled by laptop or iPad) 

• http://www.vgocom.com/  
 
COGNITIVE OR LEARNING DISABILITIES  
 

• Natural Reader (text-to-speech) 
• www.naturalreaders.com  

• LiveScribe Pen 
• http://store.livescribe.com  

https://www.enablemart.com/catalogsearch/result/?q=keyboards
https://www.enablemart.com/catalogsearch/result/?q=keyboards
https://www.enablemart.com/catalogsearch/result/?q=keyboards
http://www.nuance.com/dragon/index.htm
http://www.nuance.com/dragon/index.htm
http://www.nuance.com/dragon/index.htm
http://www.cameramouse.com/
http://www.vgocom.com/
http://www.vgocom.com/
http://www.naturalreaders.com/
http://store.livescribe.com/
http://store.livescribe.com/
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BLIND OR VISUALLY IMPAIRED  
 

• Portable and Desktop CCTV’s (MAGNIFYING CAMERA) 
• http://www.freedomscientific.com/Products/LowVision/Ruby  

• Refreshable Braille Displays 
• http://www.freedomscientific.com/Products/Blindness  

 
AUGMENTATIVE COMMUNICATION  

 
• iPads have many applications available to help people who cannot use their voice (speak). 

• http://www.assistiveware.com/product/proloquo2go  
• iCommunicator  

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2SFaUu5eUcE  
• CapTel  (Captioned Telephone: can't Hear on the Phone? Now you can read captions of 

everything your caller says)   
• http://www.captel.com/  

 

TEACHER PRODUCTIVITY TOOLS 
• Easily available on any computer tools that are used to enhance teaching and learning tasks:  
•  Spreadsheet (Excel)  
• Presentation (PowerPoint) 
•  Word Processing (Word)  

 
FREE TEXT-TO-SPEECH PROGRAMS 

 
• NaturalReader  (www.naturalreaders.com) 
• Speak text-to-speech feature available in Microsoft Word 2010; 
• Read Out Loud feature in PDF reads the selected text aloud.  
• Blio App by K-NFB Reading technology Inc.  
• SpeakIt App by Future Apps Inc. 
•  

ACROSS LANGUAGES 
 

• Reading Pens ($150-300)  
• Text-to-speech programs supporting other languages 
• http://www.naturalreaders.com  
•  Translators 
• http://www.babelfish.com  
• Translation tools FOR IPHONE: http://www.teachthought.com/learning/10-of-the-best-iphone-apps-

for-language-translation/  
FREE BOOKS & RESOURCES 

http://www.freedomscientific.com/Products/LowVision/Ruby
http://www.freedomscientific.com/Products/LowVision/Ruby
http://www.freedomscientific.com/Products/LowVision/Ruby
http://www.freedomscientific.com/Products/Blindness
http://www.freedomscientific.com/Products/Blindness
http://www.freedomscientific.com/Products/Blindness
http://www.assistiveware.com/product/proloquo2go
http://www.assistiveware.com/product/proloquo2go
http://www.assistiveware.com/product/proloquo2go
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2SFaUu5eUcE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2SFaUu5eUcE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2SFaUu5eUcE
http://www.captel.com/
http://www.captel.com/
http://www.naturalreaders.com/
http://www.naturalreaders.com/
http://www.naturalreaders.com/
http://www.naturalreaders.com/
http://www.babelfish.com/
http://www.teachthought.com/learning/10-of-the-best-iphone-apps-for-language-translation/
http://www.teachthought.com/learning/10-of-the-best-iphone-apps-for-language-translation/
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• NEWSELA - https://newsela.com  
• (you can change the amount of words)  
• Tar Heel Reader - http://tarheelreader.org/  
• (simple stories to read by themselves) 
• CAST UDL Book Builder -http://bookbuilder.cast.org  
• (listen to stories by themselves)  
• Into the book (K-4) - http://reading.ecb.org   
• (reading strategies)  

 
DICTIONARIES 

 
• HTTPS://QUIZLET.COM/ (MAKE YOUR OWN QUIZZES)  
ONLINE DICTIONARIES: 
• HTTP://WWW.WORDREFERENCE.COM/ (DICTIONARY) 
• HTTP://DICTIONARY.CAMBRIDGE.ORG/DICTIONARY/ENGLISH/ (DICTIONARY) 
• HTTP://WWW.VISUWORDS.COM  (WORD MIND MAPS)  
•  

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: 
 

• PowerPoint Game Templates - http://www.jc-
schools.net/?DivisionID=15672&DepartmentID=16520&SubDepartmentID=7612  

• PowerPoint Games -http://teach.fcps.net/trt14/Power%20Point%20Games/power_point_games.htm  
• Word, PowerPoint, and Excel Tutorials - http://www.assist-

it.org.uk/assets/content/word_tutorials.html  
• Teacher Tools and Templates - http://www.education-world.com/tools_templates/index.shtml   
• Free Worksheets - http://www.teach-nology.com/worksheets/  

• Video examples of UDL Practices in the Classroom - 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/hiat/udl/video/list.shtm  
 

http://luciaabalos.weebly.com/dealing-with-sen-students.html 
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http://www.jc-schools.net/?DivisionID=15672&DepartmentID=16520&SubDepartmentID=7612%0d
http://teach.fcps.net/trt14/Power%20Point%20Games/power_point_games.htm%20%0d
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http://www.education-world.com/tools_templates/index.shtml%20%20%0d
http://www.teach-nology.com/worksheets/
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/hiat/udl/video/list.shtm
http://luciaabalos.weebly.com/dealing-with-sen-students.html
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6. ACTIVITIES WE CAN DO TO HELP OUR STRUGGLING STUDENTS 
 

 graphic organisers 

 mind maps 

 simple flashcards 

 picture dictionary 

 drawings 

 videos 

 online games 

 handwriting practice 

 support activities 

 self assessment 

 visual support 

 spelling support 

 writing support 

 reading support 

 storytelling … 
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