Opinion Essay Example
Title: Should Teenagers Do Volunteer Work?

In today’s world, many people believe that volunteering is essential for personal
development. I strongly agree with the idea that teenagers should be encouraged to do
volunteer work, especially during their school years. It helps them develop important
skills, learn social responsibility, and prepare for their future.

Firstly, volunteering allows teenagers to improve useful skills that are not always taught
in the classroom. For example, by helping in a food bank or animal shelter, they learn
how to communicate, organise tasks, and work as part of a team. These skills will be very
useful in both their personal and professional lives.

Secondly, teenagers who do volunteer work become more aware of social issues. They
understand that many people in the world need help and that small actions can make a big
difference. This experience helps them develop empathy, which is very important in
becoming responsible citizens.

On the other hand, some people argue that teenagers are already very busy with school
and exams, and they should not be forced to volunteer. However, I believe that schools
can integrate volunteering in a flexible way, like offering short weekend projects or
summer programs. Volunteering should be an opportunity, not a punishment.

In conclusion, volunteering is a valuable experience for teenagers. It helps them grow as
individuals, improves their social awareness, and prepares them for adulthood. Schools
and families should support and encourage young people to take part in these kinds of
activities.

Questions

1. What is the writer's opinion? Find and underline the sentence where the author
clearly expresses their opinion.

2. How is the essay organised? Identify the introduction, two arguments in favour,
one counterargument, and the conclusion.

3. What linking words are used to organise ideas? List at least five (e.g., firstly,
secondly, on the other hand...).

4. What formal expressions or modal verbs are used to express opinions and degrees
of certainty? Find examples like should, must, can, I believe, in my opinion, etc.

5. What examples are given to support the arguments? Why are examples important
in an opinion essay?

6. Is there any sentence expressing contrast or concession? Find it and explain how
it connects to the argument.

7. Why is the conclusion effective? What elements are repeated or summarised?



