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BOGGLE OVERVIEW: taboo is a vocabulary game that requires a large number of word cards, a 
language frame for describing and a 1-minute timer. The game requires a minimum of two players.

taboo overview

Word cards

timer
Doctor

Cure
Nurse

Medicine
Surgery

Guess word

Taboo words
Language frame for describing



Two or more players are divided up into two teams, with one team referred 

to as Team A and the other team referred to as Team B.

Word cards are placed on the table. Team A selects a person in their 

group to be the Clue-giver. This person takes a word card. This card has 

the guess word on the top of  the card and the taboo words listed below 

the guess word. Clue-givers then start, keep the timer and must get their 

team to say the guess word on the card without using one of  the taboo 

words in one of  their clues. If  a taboo word is used, then Team B must 

penalize Team A by causing the current guess card to go into the discard 

pile.

Play is continued until time runs out. Each time a teammate successfully 

guesses a guess word, a new card is placed upon the old and each card in 

this pile represents one point for Team A.

instructions



describing
is made of 
has a length/ height/weight
is shaped like a 

The function of                            is to
The purpose of                             is to

This object plastic.

defining
is 
is called

is a type of

This animal big. 

There is / There are
It has



Doctor

Cure
Nurse

Medicine
Surgery

NOUNS: person

Dentist

Tooth
Brush

Anaesthesia
Mouth

Teacher

School
Educator
Professor
Classroom



Scientist

Chemist
Experiment
Laboratory
Microscope

Farmer

Agriculture
Livestock

Barn
Crops

Mechanic

Motorcycle
Engineer
Garage
Vehicle



Firefighter

Rescue
Truck

Sprinkler
Emergency

Painter

Decorator
Brush
Colour
House

Chemist

Scientist
Laboratory
Experiment

Expert



Magician

Wizard
Spell
Trick

Illusion

Manager

Director
Leadership

Boss
Coordinator

Veterinarian

Doctor
Animal
Medicine

Pet



Programmer

Computer
Hacker

Software
Technology

Singer

Song
Opera
Music

Musician

Police

Law
Sheriff
Arrest
Protect



Builder

Construction
Engineer

Brick
Architect

Cashier

Employee
Machine
Money

Supermarket

Gardener

Flower
Plant
Water

Vegetable



Athlete

Sport
Olympics
Gymnast
Decathlon

Priest

Clergy
Religion
Monk
Bible

Waiter

Restaurant
Food
Serve
Cafe



Student

School
Subject
Learn

Teacher

Chef

Cook
Food

Kitchen
Restaurant

Secretary

Assistant
Office
Desk

Business



Judge

Court
Justice
Lawyer
Tribunal

Cleaner

Tidy
Broom

Bin
Disinfectant

Banker

Money
Finance
Economy
Institution



Bus stop

Route
Sign

Passenger
Transport

NOUNS: place

Fire station

Department
Building
Truck
Base

Factory

Assembly line
Machine

Manufactory
Industry



Garage

Car
Mechanic
Vehicle

Motorcycle

Playground

Seesaw
Park
Child

Swing

Theatre

Play
Comedy
Drama
Actor



Church

Religion
Cathedral
Chapel

Worship

Bank

Finance
Money
Credit
Funds

Police station

Sheriff
Inspector
Officer

Authorities



Hospital

Clinic
Patient
Surgeon
Radiology

Park

Playground
Garden
Grass
Tree

Gas station

Fuel
Car

Petrol
Diesel



Airport

Plane
Flight

Aerodrome
Luggage

Bridge

Structure
Road
Car

Cross

School

Classroom
Education
Teacher
Student



Post office

School
Subject
Learn

Teacher

City hall

Cook
Food

Kitchen
Restaurant

Cinema

Assistant
Office
Desk

Business



Anteater

Mammal
Termites
Foreclaws

Insects

NOUNS: animals

Bat

Wings
Grey
Fly

Pointed ears

Beetle

Segments
Insect

Antennae
Abdomen



Dog

Friend
Fur
Pet

Puppy

Camel

Dromedary
Desert
Hump
Brown

Butterfly

Caterpillar
Metamorphosis

Egg
Wings



Cat

Night vision
Pet

Whiskers
Balance

Chameleon

Lizard
Colours
Change

Camouflage

Fish

Ocean
Swim
Scales
Fins



Cobra

Snake
Viper
Reptile
Venom

Cow

Milk
Farm
Cattle
Bull

Crab

Crustaceans
Ocean

Exoskeleton
Pincers



Crocodile

Alligator
Reptile
River

Dangerous

Duck

Swan
Lake

Swim
Beak

Elephant

Trunk
Big

Grey
Horn



Frog

Amphibian
Pond

Rainforest
Tadpole

Giraffe

Neck
Spots
Tall

Herbivore

Hen

Chicken
Farm
Egg

Domestic



Kangaroo

Jump
Pouch
Baby

Australia

Lion

Savanna
Mane
Roar
Africa

Llama

South America
Spit
Herd

Domestic



Mouse

Mickey
Computer

Tail
Small

Octopus

Mollusc
Tentacles

Ocean
Food

Ostrich

Run
Bird

Africa
Oviparous



Owl

Bird
Nocturnal
Solitary
Forest

Panda

Bear
China

Bamboo
Mammal

Pelican

Water bird
Beak

Oviparous
Prey



Penguin

Antarctic
Birds
Dark
White

Pig

Domestic
Farm
Pink
Peppa

Rabbit

Domestic
Small
Run

Bunny



Racoon

Nocturnal
Omnivorous

North America
Mammal

Ray

Fish
Ocean
Shark

Plankton

Shark

Hammerhead
Fin

Teeth
Gill



Sheep

Livestock
Wool
Lamb

Domestic

Sloth

Slow
Rainforest

Hang
Anteater

Snake

Reptile
Cobra
Scales
Slither



Spider

Arachnids
Arthropods

Legs
Eight

Squirrel

Tree
Small
Claw
Climb

Swan

Duck
Bird
Geese
Love



Tiger

Cat
Stripes

Predator
Asia

Toucan

Colourful
Beak
Bird

Arboreal

Turtle

Tortoise
Shell

Cold-blooded
Slow



Whale

Mammal
Marine
Dolphin

Blue

Rhinoceros

Tonne
Herbivorous

Horn
Grey

Sea cow

Herbivorous
Mammal
Sirenia
Aquatic



Paper

Sheet
Toilet
Write

Notebook

NOUNS: things

Pencil

Handwriting
Sketch
Rubber
Paper

Pen

Blue
Ink

Write
Marker



Folder

File
Booklet
Binder

Portfolio

Letter

Send
Stamp
Address
Envelope

Staple

Clip
Paper
Sheet
Fasten



Glue

Stick
Paste
Joint
Cut

Case

Luggage
Bag

Teacher
Container

Book

English
Paper
Subject
Read



Ink

Pen
Marker
Tattoo
Printer

Eraser

Rubber
Gum
Pencil

Mistake

Sharpener

Pencil
Sharp
Write
Bin



Highlighter

Yellow
Fluorescent

Marker
Underline

Binder

Folder
Keep
Paper
Joint

Ruler

Maths
Centimetre
Straight

Line



Calculator

Maths
Numbers
Addition

Subtraction

Cutter

Separate
Scissors

Craft
Arts

Stamp

Letter
Envelope
Praise
Send



Calendar

Day
Date

Month
Year

Clock

Time
Hour

Minute
Second

Compass

Circle
Circumference

Arts
Maths



Scissors

Cut
Cutter
Glue
Stick

Water colour

Arts
Paint
Brush
Palette

Desk lamp

Light
Table
See

Study



Crayon

Colours
Pencil

Drawing
Paint

Pen drive

Memory
System

USB
Gigabyte

Paint brush

Colour
Arts

Palette
Water colour



Palette

Arts
Brush
Dirty

Colours

Pencil case

Container
School bag
Stationery
Sharpener

Puncher

Hole
Folder

Portfolio
Boxer



Clip

Paper
Joint
Staple
Sheet

Chalk

Blackboard
White

Teacher
School

Cabinet

Furniture
Material

Keep
Organise


